
130 High Street - 

May 6,’ 1952 

Mr. James R. Mason, Chief 
Radioisotopes Branch 6 
Isotopes Division 
Oak Ridge Opertions 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

I 

Dear Mr. Hason: 

The purpose af this letter is to learn what steps this laboratory must'take 
in order to secure, on shqrt notice and at intermittent intervals, a 
one-week irradiation of normal U3OS, either at Oak Ridge or in the thermal 
column at Brookhavetii. 

During the past two years, Tracerlab has received about 25 such irradiations, 
for work on a secret contract with the Air Force. On last January 24, we 
placed an order similar to all previous orders. At the same time, someone 
in the N. Y. Operations Office decided to change our accountability status. 
The ensuing confusion and delay was the subject of numerous telephone calls 
and letters between me and REC representatives aE Oak Ridge and New York. 
The delay prevented us from preparing for some important tests; a repetition 

of such delay could be harmful to the common welfare. 

During a visit with Mr. S. R. Custafson, Accountability Representative in 
N. Y.-O. O., it was suggested that you were the person most likely to be 
informed on questions regarding such authorizations. Therefore, I am 
writing to ask you for information regarding authorizations for irradiations 
of 0,,.5,gram quantities of normal U308. 

: .' 1: Can we get such irradiations on a "research issuance" alone? 
We have a "research issuance" now. 

<.' 
'.' 2 ,'How'can we arrange to have irradiations p&formed promptly? ,A..' ,t ,,... -, ,,.;.,%petimes, a week's delay seriously hamper? our program.' 
,I 

If I werel&o,desc&be what happened to us between January 24 and April 1, you 
would t&&you were reading a chapter,from Pilgrim's Progress. I am sure that 
these d&g;s'wer& not ,intentional,,bi$ I am also a- .to prevent us from 

; being rendesed ineffect,$ve as a $?poratory. . 
,., ,.‘.C.’ ” ,$,‘! 

i shall apirec%ate ~~.ry.~,~~~'~g~~~'answers:to,,:the'qu~stions i<"ihis letter. ..I,, 


